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I.  Background:
· Dickens was born on February 7, 1812, the second of eight
children.
· Died on June 9, 1870 at the age of fifty-eight. He is buried in the
Poet's Corner, Westminster Abbey.
Parents were John and Elizabeth Dickens
•
John Dickens
-Was a pay clerk in a Navy dockyard
-Since John was in this governmental position, he felt that he
was an 18th century gentleman -he dressed the part -he talked w/ a condescending verbosity -was a natural charmer who sponged money to cover debts
-He was a lively, talkative, and energetic man
-In his younger years he was a steward at the Crewe Hall.
contacted to help out. When no money was found, John Dickens went to prison for three months.
-Mrs. Dickens and the younger children joined John Dickens in sparse prison provisions for the debtor's families.
-Dickens boarded with a family acquaintance who took in homeless boys.
-Dickens felt a sense of abandonment.
"He had been cast into premature manhood and hankered for the childhood he had traumatically lost" (MacKenzie, 15).
-He became overwhelmed with this arrangement and cried to his parents. Soon after a back attic, near the prison was found for him. He felt this to be "paradise" because he could have his meals with his family but still have privacy.
-John Dickens was released from jail close to the time of Charles’ mother's death. His inheritance went directly to the money he still owed to creditors.
-Finally the family moved into a small house together.
-Dickens felt a sense of injustice that he had to stay at the blacking job while his older sister, Fanny, took piano lessons from Ignaz Moscheles, a pupil of Beethoven.
-Dickens had a falling out at work and was asked to leave. His mother's pride prevented her from battling on Charles' behalf to stay at the factory.
-Dickens was relieved to be done with the factory work.
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had been started in 1823, which contained burlesques of plays and outrageous poetic parodies
-From 1824-1826 , Dickens attended the Wellington House Academy in London.
•
-Then in 1827, when he was fifteen years old he worked for Ellis and Blackmore attorneys. He found that the work was dull. He primarily registered wills, seved prosesses and carried documents to and from counselor's offices.
-Dickens followed his passion for theater since he loved to mimic everyday people. He went with a friend to the theater several times a week.
-Two months before his seventeenth birthday, he left his profession at the attorney's office and worked towards his goal to be a Parliamentary reporter. He became a free​lance reporter in the Consistory Court of Doctor's Commons.
-He worked one year as a shorthand writer. Since he needed an office to transcribe his notes, he shared one with Charles Fenton.
-Dickens became bored with law reporting.
-He made an application to the theater in 1831. But in the meantime he was offered a post as a Parliamentary writer in a venture started by his uncle, John Henry Barrow. The paper was called Mirror of Parliament.
-Then Dickens became the member of the reporting staff of the True Sun when it first started in 1832.
-During this time, Dickens started to do small fictional sketches of people of London, including "Horatio Sparkins", "the Bloomsbury House", and "the Boarding House".
Stareleigh by saying a door was 'on the jar5; 'Partly open,' Serjeant Snubbin explains; 'she said on the jar,' demurs the little judge with a cunning look, and continues to feel distrustful even when the Serjeant assures him the meaning is the same" (Johnson 161).
•   Johnson explained that "what Dickens has done, in fact, has been to devise a new literary form, a kind of fairy tale that is once humorous, heroic, and realistic. Unlike the flat world of farce or the misty dream world of romance, it is as solid and ponderable as England itself, and full of the actual sights and sounds and places of England. Mr. Pickwick loses himself in a labyrinthine corridors of the Great White Horse, smells the shrimps and tar of Chatham, hears the drums and trumpets and the drunken shouts of the electors at Eastanswill, slides the frozen ponds and walks the flowery meadows of the Kentish countryside, breathes the crisp air of an outside journey by stagecoach, and in one of those novel vehicles that Mr. Raddle calls a 'cabrioily' rattles through the streets of London only recently equipped with gas lamps" (Johnson 173).
-All in all much of this world is a fairy tale world devoid of life's harshest pains - like rejection.
· Next came the factual account of Oliver Twist which
"plunges into a confined world of darkness, an
oppressive, lurid intensity from the workhouse to the
criminal slum and the jail" (Johnson 273).
· In 1841 the Barnaby Rudge was presented.   "Its tone
reverberate fiercely in the resentments against the
world of Hugh ...their violence Dickens sees as the
inevitable consequence of grievances ignored by the
governors who feel no sense of responsibility for the
welfare of the governed" (Johnson 320).
